
Crustose lichens
Chapter four - identification in the field

A crustose lichen forms a crust that adheres so tightly to

the substrate that it cannot be removed without destroying

it. The thallus lacks a lower cortex, which distinguishes it

from the foliose forms treated in the previous chapter. In

the field the distinction is made by attempting to lift an

edge with a knife: a foliose thallus gives way, a crustose

one does not.
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